
Advanced Air Mobility

Polk County TPO - Technical Advisory Committee

May 22, 2025  / FDOT District One / Congestion Management Multimodal Planning (C3MP)

Agenda Item 8
Attachment 2
TAC Meeting
5/22/2025



What is Advanced 
Air Mobility (AAM)?
• AAM is an air-based transportation system utilizing 

novel technologies including electric vertical take-off 
and landing (eVTOL) aircraft to carry passengers, 
cargo, or provide services in an urban or regional 
setting

• eVTOL aircraft will purportedly be quieter and less 
expensive to operate than helicopters

• This will enable use cases like urban air taxis, 
simplified air cargo operations, and less expensive air-
based emergency services

 

Source: Volocopter

Source: Beta

Source: Joby Aviation
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Drone vs eVTOL
Drone eVTOL / Powered-Lift

Characteristics Small (<55lb) or large (>55lb) aircraft that is 
controlled remotely by a person or 
autonomously by onboard computers

Aircraft capable of vertical take-off, vertical 
landing, and low-speed flight, powered by 
electric motors

Pilot Unmanned Pilot on board; anticipated to be unmanned 
in the future

Uses Uses include surveillance, delivery and 
recreational activities

Uses include air taxi, air cargo, public safety, 
recreational activities 

Operations Must be flown within visual line of sight and 
under 400 feet; some exceptions

Expected to cruise between 1,000 and 
3,000 feet 

eVTOL aircraft will operate under the same airspace regulations as existing conventional 
aircraft, including communication with air traffic control when required. 



AAM Infrastructure

• Initially, these aircraft may rely on existing airports and heliports, but as 
eVTOL operations increase, a new form of aviation infrastructure, 
vertiports, will likely be needed 

• Some airports and heliports that exist today may be able to accommodate 
AAM with minor infrastructure changes, while others will need significant 
modifications to adapt



Florida and AAM

• Florida continues to be a nationally 
recognized leader in the AAM space

• FDOT developed and is implementing 
a comprehensive program setting the 
foundation for robust AAM 
development in Florida

• The FAA recently published new 
vertiport infrastructure design guidance 
and pilot certification/operating rules

• Earliest operators now anticipate entry-
into-service in 2027
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AAM 
Across 
Florida



Phase 1

Fall 2023 - Summer 2024
To develop, test, and educate 
on guidance for local decision-
makers surrounding impacts, 
community engagement, and 

zoning/land use for AAM. 

Phase 2

Summer 2024 - Summer 2025
To engage the community in a 
public awareness campaign, 

collaborate with early entrants, 
and revisit state law regarding 
airport hazard areas zoning. 

Phase 3

Beyond 2025
Fully integrate AAM into the 
state transportation system 
once AAM operations have 

commenced. 

Implementation Plan



AAM 
Components 

& Roles
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AAM Land Use 
Compatibility & 
Site Approval 
Guidebook

FDOT has issued guidance for local 
governments on AAM

Includes:

• Introduction to AAM
• Long-Range and Proactive Planning 

for AAM
• Vertiport Site Approval Process for 

On and Off-Airport 
This guidebook is the foundation of the 
local government training
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For more 
information, 
please can the 
QR code.



Upcoming Workshops      



Source: https://www.flhsmv.gov/safety-center/driving-safety/move-over/



Thank You!

Source: Archer Aviation13
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