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Lisa,
Here is an email that was forwards for the Alderman Road cases (LDCPAL-2024-13, LDCD-2024-7, LDCT-2024-20)
 
Thank you,
Robert Bolton
Planner III
Land Development Division
330 W. Church Street
Bartow, FL 33830
(863) 534-6468 Phone
(863) 534-6407 Fax
RobertBolton@polk-county.net

 

https://www.inspire-engagement.com/polk-county-comp-plan

 
From: smwjeeper@aol.com <smwjeeper@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 1:05 PM
To: Bolton, Robert <robertbolton@polk-county.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]: Re: Warehouse proposal at Swindell Road and Alderman Road- Public Hearing April 2

 

Mr. Bolton,
This is in regards to the proposed BPC zoning of the Knight and Kelso property on Swindell Road and Alderman Road - public hearing on April 2. We appreciate all your time on this issue and your contact with Ed Leonard, by keeping us informed.  Thank you for your recommendation of a Denial. 
This is the email and photos we sent to Lyndsay for the Planning Commission, showing the flooding after hurricane Milton. 

Thank you, 
Sarah and Gary Washburn 
655 Giant Oak Road
Lakeland FL 33810
Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

 
On Tuesday, March 25, 2025, 12:21 PM, smwjeeper@aol.com <smwjeeper@aol.com> wrote:

Planning Commission:
Alderman Road LDCD-2024-7, LDCT-2024-20, LDCPAL-2024-13

We are writing you regarding the proposed request to rezone the Knight and Kelso property located between Swindell Road, Alderman Road, and Giant Oak Road.
We encourage you to vote no to rezone from Agricultural/Residential Rural (A/RR & RL) to Business Park Center (BPC) Industrial/Commercial, this property is surrounded by residential homes on all three sides.
 
The largest impact of this proposed development would be the water drainage across us and neighboring residential properties. 
As shown in the attached photos from hurricane Milton in October 2024, the flooding was extensive, with water surrounding our home and all the way down Giant Oak Road. Flooding across our property also occurred in 2017 and 2004 after hurricanes, so this occurrence with surface drainage is becoming more frequent with higher water levels over the last 20 years. 
We bought 2 acres on Giant Oak Road 27 years ago and built our dream home. Our property line is over 500 feet along the northwest side of the Knight field and this was all under water after hurricane Milton last year. 
 
 
Warehouses and trailer trucks just do not fit into the surrounding neighborhoods. Zoning changes, would negatively affect everyone surrounding the proposed warehouse site.
—Water runoff and flooding issues, from the stressed Ichepackesassa Creek Watershed. 
—property values will go down,
—noise from the trucks, and lights from the warehouses would be continuous,
—semi trailer truck traffic would increase onto Swindell.
 
This plan is not compatible with this beautiful neighborhood. Again, we strongly urge you to vote no to rezone this property on April 2. 
 
Respectfully submitted,
Gary and Sarah Washburn
655 Giant Oak Rd., Lakeland, FL 33810
 
From our front porch looking west toward Turbeville home in distance.  Neighbors kayaking down Giant Oak Road.

On Giant Oak Road looking north.
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Looking east towards Knights home. The fence line behind our home.



Looking northeast from our backyard across Knights field.  (The water hyacinth plants against the fence, floated from the pond in the field, showing how deep some areas were.)
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