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RESOLUTION NO. 24-         

SOUTHWEST INWOOD STREET LIGHTING MUNICIPAL SERVICE BENEFIT UNIT 
(MSBU) TENTATIVE RATE RESOLUTION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/25 
 

WHEREAS, Polk County Ordinance No. 2021-054, as amended (the “Ordinance”), requires 

that the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) adopt a tentative rate resolution 

tentatively establishing the proposed Assessment to be imposed the ensuing Fiscal Year 

against each lot or parcel within the MSBU, as defined in the Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, the estimated Capital Improvement Costs for the MSBU are $38,000.00;  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ordinance, it is the intent of the Board that a non-ad valorem 

assessment imposed to collect the Capital Improvements Costs shall be amortized for a 

period of ten (10) years; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ordinance, for the first ten (10) years the special assessment 

to be levied each year against all Assessment Property located within the MSBU shall be 

the total Operating Costs along with the Amortized Capital Improvement Costs;  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ordinance, after the first ten (10) years, the special 

assessment to be levied each year on all Assessment Property located within the MSBU 

shall be the total Operating Costs and any Capital Improvement Costs not collected in the 

first ten (10) years; 

WHEREAS, the Assessed Properties are set out and enumerated in the attached tentative 

assessment roll as Exhibit “A”. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Polk 

County, Florida:   

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY. This resolution is adopted pursuant to the Ordinance, Article 

VIII, Section (1), Florida Constitution, sections 125.01 and 125.66, Florida Statutes, the 

Polk County Home Rule Charter and other applicable provisions of law.  

SECTION 2.  PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS. This Resolution constitutes the tentative rate 

resolution required by the Ordinance.  All capitalized words and terms not otherwise 

defined herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Ordinance.  When not inconsistent 

with the context, words used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural 

include the singular, and words in the masculine include the feminine gender and vice 

versa.  The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely discretionary.   

SECTION 3. RATIFICATION AND APPROVAL OF MSBU.  

(A) The Southwest Inwood Street Lighting Municipal Service Benefit Unit created 

pursuant to the Ordinance is hereby ratified and approved to include the real 

property located within the area described and depicted in “Exhibit A” and 

“Exhibit B” of the Ordinance, respectively.  

(B) The MSBU shall be a municipal service benefit unit within the contemplation 

of Florida Statutes, Section 125.01(1)(q).  

(C)  Assessed Properties are set out and enumerated in the attached tentative 

assessment roll as Exhibit “A.” 
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SECTION 4. LEGISLATIVE DETERMINATIONS OF SPECIAL BENEFIT AND FAIR 

APPORTIONMENT. It is hereby ascertained, determined and declared:   

(A) The street lighting being placed within the MSBU serves a public purpose. 

(B) The properties within the MSBU receive special benefits from the street lights 

placed within the MSBU which include, without limitation, enhanced 

aesthetics, value, safety and use and enjoyment of the properties within the 

MSBU.       

(C) The imposition and levy of an annual Assessment is the most equitable and 

efficient method of allocating and apportioning the Capital Improvement 

Costs and Operating Costs of the street lights within the MSBU. 

(D) The Assessment imposed under the Ordinance is a non-ad valorem 

assessment within the meaning and intent of Section 197.3632, Florida 

Statutes, or its successor in function. 

(E) Adoption of this Resolution constitutes a legislative determination that all 

parcels assessed derive a special benefit, as set forth in the Ordinance and 

this Tentative Resolution, and a legislative determination that the 

assessments set out and enumerated in the attached tentative assessment 

roll as Exhibit “A” are fairly and reasonably apportioned among the properties 

that receive the special benefit from the Capital Improvements and the 

continual operation and maintenance thereof.  

SECTION 5. APPORTIONMENT METHODOLOGY.  

(A) It is hereby acknowledged that the apportion methodology contained in 

this Section 5 is to be applied in the calculation of the Assessment for 

each Assessment Property by using the estimated rates established in 

Section 6 of this Tentative Assessment Resolution. 
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(B) The Costs shall be apportioned on a per Equivalent Residential Unit 

(“ERU”) basis where an ERU is the standardized unit to express the 

average size of a single-family structure located in the MSBU.  

SECTION 6. DETERMINATION OF COSTS; ESTABLISHMENT OF 

ASSESSMENT RATES.  

(A) In accordance with Section 6.D of the Ordinance, the total estimated 

Amortized Capital Improvement Costs and Operating Costs to be 

collected in the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024 is $26,873.00.   

(B) For the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024, the estimated rates for 

properties within the MSBU shall be as follows: 

Property Use 
Category  

ERU Value per 
Unit/Space 

FY 2024-25 
Estimated Rates 

Single-Family 
Property 

1 ERU $64.68 

Undeveloped 
Property 

1 ERU $64.68 

Multi-Family 
Property 

Number of ERU’s = total 
square footage of 
structures/ 1,162. 

$64.68 per ERU 

Non-residential 
Property 

Number of ERU’s = total 
square footage of 
structures/ 1,162. 

$64.68 per ERU 

 

(C) Section 193.0235, Florida Statutes, prohibits an assessment imposed by a 

county to be assessed separately against common elements utilized 

exclusively for the benefit of the lot owners within the subdivision.   

Accordingly, it is fair and reasonable to prorate among all the lots within a 

platted subdivision within the MSBU on a per lot basis any Assessment 

that would otherwise be imposed against a common element of the platted 
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subdivision containing such lot.  

 SECTION 7. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROPOSED ASSESSMENT TO BE 
IMPOSED THE ENSUING FISCAL YEAR.   Pursuant to the Ordinance and based on the 

rate established in Section 6 of this Tentative Rate Resolution, the proposed Assessment 

to be imposed against each Assessed Property located in the MSBU for the Fiscal Year 

beginning October 1, 2024 is tentatively established at the rate indicated in the 

“Assessment” column in Exhibit “A” for the Assessed Property. 

SECTION 8. AUTHORIZATION OF PUBLIC HEARING. A public hearing shall 

be established by a separate action by the Board at which time the Board shall hear 

comments and objections from Owners and other members of the public as to the 

proposed Assessment Roll and Final Assessment Resolution and as to the method of 

apportionment of the Capital Improvement Costs. The Board shall make such increase, 

decrease or revision to any proposed Assessment as it shall deem necessary or 

appropriate and shall adopt a Final Assessment Resolution. The Board may continue 

said public hearing to a date and time certain without the necessity of further public 

notice to allow, prior to final adoption, increases, decreases or revisions to the tentative 

rate resolution or changes, modification or additions to the preliminary annual 

Assessment Roll or for such other reason deemed necessary in the sole discretion of 

the Board. If upon completion of such public hearing the Board shall be satisfied that the 

Annual Assessment Roll has been prepared in conformity with this Tentative Rate 

Resolution and the Ordinance, it shall ratify and confirm such roll.  

SECTION 9. NOTICE BY PUBLICATION. The County Manager is hereby 

directed to provide notice by publication of the public hearing established by the Board 

in the manner and time provided in the Ordinance.  
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SECTION 10. NOTICE BY MAIL. Pursuant to Section 200.069, Florida Statutes, 

and with agreement of the Property Appraiser, the Board elects to combine notice of the 

public hearing established by the Board with the truth-in-millage notification required 

pursuant to Section 200.069, Florida Statutes.  Such mailed notice shall be in the form 

required by section 200.069, Florida Statutes, and consistent with the Uniform 

Assessment Collection Act and the Ordinance for the purpose of imposing Assessment 

for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024.   

SECTION 11.  METHOD OF COLLECTION. It is hereby declared that the 

Assessment imposed on the Assessment Property in the MSBU shall be collected and 

enforced pursuant to the Uniform Assessment Collection Act for the Fiscal Year 

beginning October 1, 2024. 

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Tentative Rate Resolution shall take effect 

immediately upon its passage.  

   ADOPTED this 2nd day of July, 2024. 

 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
STACY M. BUTTERFIELD, CLERK POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
 
By: __________________________ By: ________________________________ 

Deputy Clerk     William Braswell, Chair 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT ROLL 

SOUTHWEST INWOOD STREET LIGHTING MSBU  




















