
You don't often get email from ann.c.mullen@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Nance, Ivan
To: Yannone, Lyndsay
Subject: FW: NO on LCDU-2025-29
Date: Friday, January 30, 2026 1:15:43 PM

 
 
From: Ann Mullen <ann.c.mullen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 1:10 PM
To: Troutman, Becky <beckytroutman@polkfl.gov>; Wilson, Rick <RickWilson@polkfl.gov>; Braswell,
Bill <BillBraswell@polkfl.gov>; Santiago, Martha <MarthaSantiago@polkfl.gov>; Scott, Michael
<michaelscott@polkfl.gov>; Nance, Ivan <IvanNance@polkfl.gov>
Subject: NO on LCDU-2025-29

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Polk County BoCC Email System. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
 
Good afternoon, Commissioners,
 
I am writing to urge you to vote no on the proposed sand mine near Lake
Wales. 
 
Until three weeks ago, we owned a home in the Saddlebag Lake Resort. Since
we can no longer make the long and taxing drive from upstate NY to FL, we
(regrettably) had to sell it . Be that as it may, we are still passionately interested
in the future of the resort and the surrounding area.
 
Our reasons for opposing the mine’s application are:

No comprehensive survey has been done yet to determine what
endangered species will be impacted by this mine. The application
promises a walk around OR survey AFTER the application is granted.
Too late - as we all know, species are not confined by property lines, and
we’ve seen many, many animal and plant species in Saddlebag resort.

Route 60, no matter what the “official” reports say, cannot handle an
additional 568 trips of heavy dump trucks per day. Route 60 is already too
crowded since there is no other corridor south to Vero Beach.

In the application, the applicants provided road widths that are not
accurate. The roads are actually narrower than reported in the application.
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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Pity the poor children who have to wait for school buses on those narrow
roads!

The mine will be operating 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Think of the
dust, noise, silica contamination.

The applicants state that the area is sparsely settled with residential
homes. That is a gross misstatement - there are almost 800 homes in
Saddlebag and 1,300 residents, a majority of them full time or residents
who stay six months, at least.

The homes in the resort, and the other homes within the area of the sand
mines will lose up to 30% of their value if this sand mine is permitted to
get up and running. That is a drastic  impact on at least 800 to 900
working and retired families.

The conversion of farmland in Florida to commercial and residential use
took 72,000 acres of farm and ranch land in 2024 alone. Projections
indicate that the state could lose roughly 2.2 million acres of agricultural
land—nearly 19% of its current total—by 2070 if current sprawl trends
continue (from Google AI). The beauty of Florida is its geographic diversity,
and the many open areas. Don’t let them disappear.

 
Thank you for listening. Please vote NO on March 17th.
 
Thank you, 
Ann Mullen
179 Church Pond 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

















































From: Troutman, Becky
To: White, Margo; Yannone, Lyndsay
Subject: FW: Sand mining
Date: Thursday, February 5, 2026 12:01:49 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: JUDY LONG <gogators01@msn.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 5, 2026 11:53 AM
To: Troutman, Becky <beckytroutman@polkfl.gov>
Subject: Sand mining

[You don't often get email from gogators01@msn.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Polk County BoCC Email System. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Becky

I am a 3rd generation of Polk County.
Born and raised in Lakeland and work in Lake Wales.
PLEASE vote NO on this sand mining.
My co worker lives in Saddlebag and it is very close to where she lives.  This sand mining will cause health issues
for all of us.  Bok Tower is close by, it will affect them and our beautiful wildlife that Polk has.  More traffic on
Highway 60, more trucks.  There was an accident yesterday that killed 4 people.  Do you want more of that?  I
would hope not.
Another issue that I have is Stop Overdeveloping Florida/Polk County.  I am sick and tired of farm land, orange
groves being torn down for cheap houses and being sold for $$$$.  I don’t understand how DR Horton, Lennar and
many others get away with these cheap homes.  I watch DR Horton homes go up.  The foundation is laid  and blocks
go within  two days.  I have walked through these homes, seen cracks in the foundation and blocks.  The kitchen
cabinets are cheap.  These apartments being built are not going to stand a very strong hurricane.
Please vote NO on sand mining and do something about the overdeveloping in Polk County.
I did vote for you but if you vote for sand mining I will not vote for you again.

Thank you

Judy Long
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Nance, Ivan
To: Yannone, Lyndsay
Subject: FW: LDCU-2025-29
Date: Monday, February 2, 2026 8:21:42 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Lyn Larson <chuckalyn55@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, January 31, 2026 12:28 PM
To: Nance, Ivan <IvanNance@polkfl.gov>
Subject: LDCU-2025-29

[You don't often get email from chuckalyn55@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Polk County BoCC Email System. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a 91 year old widow and a resident of Saddlebag Lake Resort.  This has been my permanent home since 1994. 
My parents bought here and became Florida residents in 1976. I have two children that love this resort and are now
permanent Florida residents, also.
    It is extremely upsetting and frightening to me that Polk County Commissioners would even consider approving a
sand mine and all it entails within 500 feet of our beautiful resort.
    I strongly request that you reject appeal LDCU-2025-29.
                  Lynette Larson
                  3 Catskill Circle
                   Lake Wales,  FL
                   33898
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You don't often get email from cola3158@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Pereira, Ana
To: White, Margo; Yannone, Lyndsay
Subject: FW: Lake Wales sand mines
Date: Friday, January 30, 2026 3:06:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Thank you!
 
Ana C. Pereira
Executive Assistant to the Board 
 

 

Polk County Board of County Commissioners
330 West Church St. , PO Box 9005, Drawer BC01
Bartow, FL 33831-9005
District 4: 863.534.6422; District 5: 863.534.6049
AnaPereira@PolkFL.gov   www.PolkFL.gov
 
Please Note: Florida has a very broad Public Records Law.   Most written communications to or from state and local
officials regarding state or local business are public records available to the public and media upon request.   Your
email communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Pam <cola3158@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 1:48 PM
To: Santiago, Martha <MarthaSantiago@polkfl.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Lake Wales sand mines

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Polk County BoCC Email System. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Pam <cola3158@gmail.com>
Date: January 30, 2026 at 1:44:30 PM EST
To: beckytroutman@polkfl.gov
Subject: Lake Wales sand mines

﻿Madam-
I am a property owner in Saddlebag Lake Resort in Lake Wales. 
The proposed sand mines sited extremely close to our park would be
detrimental for the community, our park, the air quality, traffic on state route
60, our lake and others, the noise.….
and just on and on.
Saddlebag Lake Resort has been here for 50+ years with many generations
experiencing this wonderful, calm, family life-style way of living. 
The sand mines would destroy all of this!!! 
Just for the money, is it truly worth all this destruction?
Please STOP this project!!!! 
Pamela Rupp 
31 Ginger Quill Circle
Lake Wales
513-673-9205
Sent from my iPhone
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You don't often get email from todc.18@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Nance, Ivan
To: Yannone, Lyndsay
Subject: FW: PLEASE VOTE NO TO LDCU-2025-29!
Date: Monday, February 2, 2026 8:21:27 AM

 
 
From: Tod Davis <todc.18@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, January 31, 2026 9:58 AM
To: Troutman, Becky <beckytroutman@polkfl.gov>; Wilson, Rick <RickWilson@polkfl.gov>; Braswell,
Bill <BillBraswell@polkfl.gov>; Santiago, Martha <MarthaSantiago@polkfl.gov>; Scott, Michael
<michaelscott@polkfl.gov>; Nance, Ivan <IvanNance@polkfl.gov>
Subject: PLEASE VOTE NO TO LDCU-2025-29!

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Polk County BoCC Email System. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
 
Please consider us rank and file voters and vote down this terrible use of Florida land
that could be put to much better uses than a sand mine. Thank you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tod Davis, 5346 Saddlebag Lake Rd., Lake Wales, Fl 33898
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From: Pereira, Ana
To: White, Margo; Yannone, Lyndsay
Subject: FW: LDCU-2025-29
Date: Thursday, February 12, 2026 4:28:02 PM

Received on behalf of the Board.

Thank you!
 
Ana C. Pereira
Executive Assistant to the Board 
 

 
Polk County Board of County Commissioners
330 West Church St. , PO Box 9005, Drawer BC01
Bartow, FL 33831-9005
District 4: 863.534.6422; District 5: 863.534.6049
AnaPereira@PolkFL.gov   www.PolkFL.gov
 
Please Note: Florida has a very broad Public Records Law.   Most written communications to or from state and local
officials regarding state or local business are public records available to the public and media upon request.   Your
email communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure.
 
 
 
 
 
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Win Stevens <stevensdvm@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2026 1:08 PM
To: Troutman, Becky <beckytroutman@polkfl.gov>; Wilson, Rick <RickWilson@polkfl.gov>; Braswell, Bill
<BillBraswell@polkfl.gov>; Scott, Michael <michaelscott@polkfl.gov>; Santiago, Martha
<MarthaSantiago@polkfl.gov>
Subject: LDCU-2025-29

[You don't often get email from stevensdvm@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Polk County BoCC Email System. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioner,

As a Lake Wales area resident, I vote no and urge you to vote no on the 855 acre Mammoth Grove sand mine
proposal from PH Citrus LLC.  I’m in agreement with your Polk County Planning Commission that this land use
change is not compatible with the surrounding area.  Thank you for all that you do for our county.

Winslow B Stevens, DVM
608 Thornburg Road
Babson Park, FL 33827
914 456-2647
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