WHEREAS Sexual Assault Awareness Month draws attention to the fact that
sexual V|oIence |s W|despread and isa V|oIat|on of human rlghts and dlgnlty, and

WI—&EREAS,’ in’-additi-on to thé immediate physical and erhotional effeCts, sexua‘l =
assault can lead to short and long-term physical and mental health problems
‘including anxiety, chronic pain, eating dlsorders depress1on, and sexually

\ transmltted dlseases or lnfectlons and

-WAEREAS itis |mperat|ve that Polk County Resrdents are aware of safety 1]
- measures that can prevent sexual assaults and that victims are able to attain the
support needed to overcome such a traumatic event; and. -

/ W EREAS W|th Ieadershlp, dedlcatlon and communlty mvolvement there is
pelling evidence that we can be successful in reductng mstances of sexual

: assault in Polk County, through prevention education, increased awareness, and

holding perpetrators who commit acts of violence respon5|ble for their actions;

| and IIENNESSNN — 1 | SRR R =

WI-lEREAS Polk County has VlCtIm Ser\uces such as’ Peace River Cedter Rape
| Recovery Program to help make a substantial difference in the awareness
1 .reportlng, and preventlon of sexual assault within our communlty

- "NOW THEREFO‘RE we hereby proclalm Aprll 2024 as, ‘

Sexual Assault Awareness Month

COUNTY

~Board of County Commissioners




