RESOLUTION NO. 24-

TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT RESOLUTION FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT
ASSESSMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/25

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Polk County Ordinance 08-047 (the “Ordinance”), Polk County
(the “County”) has undertaken to improve various properties throughout the County by
implementing a program requiring the abatement of nuisances for junk, debris, overgrown
lots, unsecured pools, infestation, vacant structure open to the public, building numbering
and storage of abandoned or distressed vehicles, providing notice to property owners
demanding the abatement of such nuisances within specified time frames, providing for the
abatement of nuisances by County forces when the property owners fail to comply with a

demand for removal; and

WHEREAS, Section 9 of the Ordinance authorizes the costs of the County to correct the
violations to be assessed against the lot as an assessment and collected pursuant to

Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) finds that the properties improved
as a result of the County’s abatement of nuisances of junk, debris, overgrown lots,
unsecured pools, infestation, vacant structure open to the public, building numbering and
storage of abandoned or distressed vehicles have specially benefited from the County’s
actions in an amount equal to or greater in kind and degree than other properties in the

County; and

WHEREAS, the owners of many of the benefited properties have failed or refused to
reimburse the County for the costs incurred by the County in improving their property

resulting in liens being recorded against the benefited properties; and
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WHEREAS, the BoCC finds that it is fair, reasonable, and equitable to assess against each
benefited property a non-ad valorem special assessment in an amount equal to the costs
incurred by the County in improving said property, less any amounts paid by the property

owner to offset such costs; and

WHEREAS, the BoCC finds that the properties subject to this non-ad valorem special
assessment derived a special benefit from the service provided and that it is fairly and

reasonably apportioned among the properties that received the special benefit; and

WHEREAS, the uniform method of collecting non-ad valorem assessments, as authorized
by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, provides for the collection of non-ad valorem
assessments by including such assessments on the tax bills issued for the collection of ad

valorem taxes; and

WHEREAS, notice was given, pursuant to Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, that the
BoCC would collect the liens imposed for nuisance abatement of junk, debris, overgrown
lots, unsecured pools, infestation, vacant structure open to the public, building numbering
and storage of abandoned or distressed vehicles by means of the uniform method of
collecting non-ad valorem assessments at a properly advertised public hearing held on

December 5, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the BoCC desires to utilize the uniform method of collecting non-ad valorem

assessments to collect the non-ad valorem assessments specified herein; and

WHEREAS, the BoCC desires to adopt a tentative assessment roll at this time and to

schedule a public hearing for purposes of adopting a final assessment roll for the non-ad

2



valorem assessments specified herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Polk

County, Florida:

SECTION 1. RECITALS. The foregoing findings are incorporated herein by reference and

made a part hereof.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. All capitalized words and terms not otherwise defined herein
shall have the meanings set forth in the Ordinance. When not inconsistent with the context,
words used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural include the singular,
and words in the masculine include the feminine gender and vice versa. The word “shall” is

always mandatory and not merely discretionary.

SECTION 3. ELECTION TO UTILIZE THE UNIFORM METHOD OF COLLECTING NON-
AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS. The BoCC hereby elects to utilize the uniform method of
collecting non-ad valorem assessments, as provided in Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes
for collecting the non-ad valorem assessments specified herein, which assessments have
been levied against the properties described in the Tentative Assessment Roll in Exhibit “A”

attached hereto and made a part hereof.

SECTION 4. ADOPTION OF TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT ROLL. The BoCC hereby
adopts Exhibit “A” as Polk County’s tentative assessment roll (“Tentative Assessment Roll”)
for special assessments imposed against properties for the cost of the County to abate
nuisances for junk, debris, overgrown lots, unsecured pools, infestation, vacant structure

open to the public, building numbering and storage of abandoned or distressed vehicles.
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SECTION 5. AUTHORIZATION OF PUBLIC HEARING. A public hearing shall be
established by a separate action by the Board at which time the Board shall hear
comments and objections from Owners and other members of the public as to the
proposed assessment roll and final assessment resolution and as to the method of
apportionment of the costs incurred by the County to abate the nuisances on the properties
assessed. The Board shall make such increase, decrease or revision to any proposed
assessment as it shall deem necessary or appropriate and shall adopt a final assessment
resolution. The Board may continue said public hearing to a date and time certain without
the necessity of further public notice to allow, prior to final adoption, increases, decreases
or revisions to the tentative rate resolution or changes, modification or additions to the
assessment roll or for such other reason deemed necessary in the sole discretion of the
Board. If upon completion of such public hearing the Board shall be satisfied that the
assessment roll has been prepared in conformity with this Tentative Rate Resolution and

the Ordinance, it shall ratify and confirm such roll.

SECTION 6. NOTICE BY PUBLICATION. The County Manager is hereby directed to

provide notice by publication of the public hearing established by the Board.

SECTION 7. NOTICE BY MAIL. Pursuant to Section 200.069, Florida Statutes, and with
agreement of the Property Appraiser, the Board elects to combine notice of the public
hearing established by the Board with the truth-in-millage notification required pursuant to
Section 200.069, Florida Statutes. Such mailed notice shall be in the form required by
section 200.069, Florida Statutes, and consistent with the Uniform Assessment Collection

Act for the purpose of imposing assessments for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1,



2024.

SECTION 8. METHOD OF COLLECTION. It is hereby declared that the assessments
imposed shall be collected and enforced pursuant to the Uniform Assessment Collection

Act beginning October 1, 2024.

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon
passage.

ADOPTED this 2nd day of July, 2024.

ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Stacy M. Butterfield, CLERK POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA
By: By:

Deputy Clerk Bill Braswell, Chairman



EXHIBIT “A”

2024/25 TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT ROLL

NUISANCE ABATEMENT ASSESSMENTS FOR JUNK,
DEBRIS, OVERGROWN LOTS, UNSECURED POOLS,
INFESTATION, VACANT STRUCTURE OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC, BUILDING NUMBERING AND STORAGE OF
ABANDONED OR DISTRESSED VEHICLES
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