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• Legal Desc: BEGIN AT INT OF N 
BNDRY OF SEC & E R/W BNDRY OF SR 
33 FOR POB RUN SE ALG R/W 525 FT 
EAST PARALLEL WITH N BNDRY OF 
SEC 1320 FT NORTH 527.97 FT TO N 
BNDRY OF SEC WEST 1325.96 FT ALG 
N BNDRY TO POB LESS S 245 FT OF W 
910 FT THEREO

• SE/TP/RG: 32-25-25

• Tax ID: 25-25-32-000000-013010

• Lot Size Acres: 10.84 Acres

• Lot Size: 472,352 SqFt / 43,883 SqM

• Flood Zone: X,A

• Zoning: RC

• Utilities : Well and Septic

15081 COMMONWEALTH AVE N 
POLK CITY, FL 33868
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Project Description
Tails of the Wild is a nonprofit organization that started to give a homes to unwanted, abused, and neglected wildlife 
and has turned into an organization focused on education of conservation and preservation issues. The animals at our 
facility are ambassadors for their species, many are still rescues. Our goal is to educate the public about conservation 
and preservation issues facing wildlife both locally and around the world. 

As a nonprofit all expenses (vet visits, food, cleaning supplies, etc) are out of pocket, which means we thrive by giving 
private tours to small groups and individuals around 10 people. We will not be open to the general public except by 
private tours 3 days a week, our private tours will be with groups of 10-15 people and doing two tours a day so we will 
not have any dramatic impact to the area in traffic or noise. 

We are currently located at 383 Dawes Rd in Frostproof which has served as our home for nearly 15 years. We are 
now looking to move to a larger parcel of land at 15081 COMMONWEALTH AVE N POLK CITY, FL 33868. 

We have 3 main reasons we are looking to move: 
1. We are in an area with more residential homes being built and we are being surrounded by people as the lots are 

much smaller. The land located on Commonwealth is next to large acreage farmland with Wetlands in the back 
and have a lot less residential home. 

2. Property is on more of a main Road and will allow us to serve more people as it is closer to Lakeland and Winter 
Haven and will eliminate driving through a community. Although we only see small groups, we are a non-profit 
and funded by donations. Our location in Frostproof was great however we were limited geographically. 

3. The area on Commonwealth already has other facilities that house wildlife and currently have a conditional use 
permit so we will be in an area more aligned with other similar facilities.

We are licensed by Florida Fish and Wildlife as well as USDA and our facility has always been far above the standards 
for public safety and Animal Welfare. We pride ourselves on our safety record as well as our care of the animals and 
have never had any issues with either government organization. In fact, FFW used our facility as an example of how 
facilities should be built to the government standard. We are in the process of purchasing this land as I feel it is overall 
a better move for us as well as the future the land development in both areas.
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Vicinity Map of Similar Tourist Attractions

Petting Zoo

Elephant Preserve

Exotic Animal Drive Thru Park

Proposed Location
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Hwy 33

Haines City
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Hwy 27
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I4

Pg 3



Land Development

Tails of the Wild is an education and conservation-based refugee for animals. We serve 
many school groups, church groups and locals and would continue to do private tours 
by appointment only with groups of people limited to 10-15 as we currently do, there 
is adequate paved access from HWY 33 and paved parking on property currently. 

We will be developing the back half of the land around 8 acres which will include the 
enclosures for the animals with 2 Pole Barns that measure 24 X 36 as well as a 4-acre 
nature preserve with a herd of deer and emus. The property will have an 8 ft 
perimeter fence made of high fixed knot 12-gauge steel fencing aligned with USDA and 
FWC rules and regulations. The enclosures will be made of 9-gauge commercial chain-
link fence with schedule 40 pipe and in compliance with USDA and FWC rules and 
regulations. 

The land topography will not be changed, there should be no need for worry of 
drainage and the wetlands area, zone A will not be altered in any way and will remain 
natural. We will use the current access to HWY 33 which is an 11ft paved driveway. We 
intend to keep most trees currently on the property with the exception of those in the 
fence line or where the barns will be located. There is currently a well, a filter system 
and a septic on the property to service the house, which should be adequate to service 
the barn. There will be no additional noise, air pollution and we have a daily cleaning 
regiment that will eliminate any odors. We will get a commercial dumpster onsite for 
regular pick up of any trash or wastes.
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Property in Question 10.84 Acres

Wetlands

136 Acre Farm

5.12 vacant 
Residential Property
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Property  is surrounded by a Cattle Farm on 
the North Side, on the East and south side 
it is wetlands, and immediately south there 

is only one vacant Residential property. 
(Goal would be to purchase this property)
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Site Plan to Scale
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Flood Plain X,A

10.84 Acres

X

A
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Green Swamp Wetlands

1. Property topography will not change and 
therefor water drainage through the 
property will not change.

2. Water will be obtained by a standard well 
and there will not be any significant use of 
water above its current use.

3. There will be two Pole Barns on the 
property with concrete foundations, this 
will not affect the level of ground water 
above its current situation.  
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Conditional Use Explanation- Level 4 Review
Breeding, Boarding, and Rehabilitation Facilities, Wild or Exotic (Revised 01/30/03 - Ord. 03-14)
In addition to the applicable district regulations in Table 2.2, the following standards shall apply: 
1. The minimum site area for a wild or exotic breeding facility shall be five acres, unless the site lies within 
the Green Swamp ACSC, then the site area shall be a minimum of ten acres.
2. There shall be, at a minimum, a 100 foot building setback from all property boundaries.
3. Adequate security measures shall be demonstrated at the time of site plan review and consistent with 
Florida Statutes.

We are currently boarding exotic animals, and we use them to do small educational tours. The property we intend to use is 
10.85 acres, facility will be built to the USDA and FWC security standards and is inspected regularly, we are also required to 
have an escape and recapture plan filed with the state. Building site plan provided and there will be adequate setback from 
property boundaries.
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Licensed and Inspected by the United States Department of AgriculturePg 12



Licensed and Inspected by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation CommissionPg 13



Escape and Recapture Plan as required by USDA and FWCPg 14
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