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FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE

SUBJECT — CENTRAL POLK PARKWAY EAST

OUR POSITION — WE ASK THAT THE PROPOSED PATHWAY OF THE ROAD THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY
BE DENIED.

L)
THE PROPOSED PATH WILL DRASTICALLY IMPACT THE LIVES OF MANY CITIZENS IN THIS COMMUNITY.
THE PROPOSED PATH WILL ALSO DRASTICALLY IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT.

MANY HOMEOWNERS ARE LOCATED IN THE PROPOSED PATH. THEIR LIVES WOULD BE DEEPLY
AFFECTED. MANY OTHER PEOPLE NOT IN THE DIRECT PATH WOULD BE SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECTED.
NORMAL TRAVEL-WAYS WOULD BE BLOCKED. SPRINGS, WETLANDS , WILDLIFE (IN ABUNDANCE) ARE IN
THE PROPOSED PATH. THERE ARE SEVERAL "PODS’ OF GOPHER TORTOISES IN THE PROPQOSED PATH,
MANY ON MY PROPERTY. GOPHERS ARE A KEYSTONE SPECIES UPON WHICH MANY OTHER ANIMALS
DEPEND. THERE SPRINGS HERE AND ACROSS THE ROAD IN THE DIRECT PROPOSED PATH. THERE IS AN
EXCEEDINGLY LARGE AMOUNT OF WETLANDS IN THE PROPOSED PATH. THE WETLANDS PROVIDE AN

ENVIRONMENT FOR A WIDE RANGING SPECTRUM OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS.
OUR LIVES ARE HERE AND UNDER DIRECT THREAT OF ASSAULT AND DESTRUCTION.

AN ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION IS CLEARLY VISIBLE. EAST OF OUR COMMUNITY AREA IS A UTILITY
CORRIDOR, WITH GAS PIPELINESAND ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINES, WHICH GOES EXACTLY TO
THE LOCATION YOU WANT AND IS ALREADY IN PLACE. A WIDENING OF THAT CORRIDOR; FOR THE

s T

ROAD, WILL CAUSE THE LEAST HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT. iT i5 ABSOLUTELY THE BEST
PATH. DO NOT BUILD THE ROAD THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY. IT WILL CAUSE UNNECESSARY, VAST
DISRUPTION AND DEVASTATION OF HUMAN LIVES AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
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FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE

SUBJECT — CENTRAL POLK PARKWAY EAST

OUR POSITION — WE ASK THAT THE PROPOSED PATHWAY OF THE ROAD THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY
BE DENIED.

THE PROPOSED PATH WILL DRASTICALLY IMPACT THE LIVES OF MANY CITIZENS IN THIS COMMUNITY.
THE PROPOSED PATH WILL ALSO DRASTICALLY IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT.

MANY HOMEOWNERS ARE LOCATED IN THE PROPOSED PATH. THEIR LIVES WOULD BE DEEPLY
AFFECTED. MANY OTHER PEOPLE NOT IN THE DIRECT PATH WOULD BE SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECTED.
NORMAL TRAVEL-WAYS WOULD BE BLOCKED. SPRINGS, WETLANDS , WILDLIFE {IN ABUNDANCE) ARE IN
THE PROPOSED PATH. THERE ARE SEVERAL 'PODS’ OF GOPHER TORTOISES IN THE PROPOSED PATH,
MANY ON MY PROPERTY. GOPHERS ARE A KEYSTONE SPECIES UPON WHICH MANY OTHER ANIMALS
DEPEND. THERE SPRINGS HERE AND ACROSS THE ROAD IN THE DIRECT PROPOSED PATH. THERE IS AN
EXCEEDINGLY LARGE AMOUNT OF WETLANDS IN THE PROPOSED PATH. THE WETLANDS PROVIDE AN
ENVIRONMENT FOR A WIDE RANGING SPECTRUM OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS.

'\

OUR LIVES ARE HERE AND UNDER DIRECT THREAT OF ASSAULT AND DESTRUCTION.

AN ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION IS CLEARLY VISIBLE. EAST OF OUR COMMUNITY AREA IS A UTILITY
CORRIDOR, WITH GAS PIPELINESAND ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION LINES, WHICH GOES EXACTLY TO
THE LOCATION YOU WANT AND IS ALREADY IN PLACE. A WIDENING OF THAT CORRIDOR, FOR THE
ROAD, WILL CAUSE THE LEAST HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT. IT IS ABSOLUTELY THE BEST
PATH. DO NOT BUILD THE ROAD THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY. IT WILL CAUSE UNNECESSARY, VAST

DISRUPTION AND DEVASTATION OF HUMAN LIVES AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
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Polk County Meeting with Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise

April 8, 2026
Polk County Administration Building (OPD Conference Room, Second Floor), Bartow, FL 33830

Attendees

Polk County

Erik Peterson, Planning Administrator

Ben Ziskal, Land Development Director

Mark Bennett, Principal Planner

Chanda Bennett, Comp Planning Administrator

lvan Nance, Principal Planner
Benjamin Dunn, Director of Office of Planning and Development

Autumn Cochella, City Planner (Lake Wales)
Lorraine Peterson, City Planner (Dundee)

April Brown, City Planner {(Haines City)
FTE / AECOM: Katina Kavouklis, Jamie Ruchser / Genoveva Fruet, Josiah Banet

Agenda

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Meeting Summary of 2024
3.0 Meeting Package
s Copy of agenda
» PPT Presentation
o Legislative Summaries
o Construction Updates & Maps
o Heat maps
4.0 Review of PPT
5.0 Ongoing Developments
¢ Population
¢ Residential Development
s Nonresidential Development

6.0 Access to Information / Contact Person - Jamie Ruchser

7.0 Next Steps



